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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 17, line 2, 
word missing between "from an" "to a registered user". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Freishtat et al., (5,945,989). 

As per claim 1, Freishtat et al., teach a method of providing text-to-speech 
streaming data using a distributed network based message processing system, said 
system including a user access server for controlling access of registered users to said 
system, an internetwork data retrieval server for retrieving raw data from an 
internetwork, a text-to-speech server for converting said raw data to an audible speech 
data, and a memory storage output device for storing a streaming media file containing 
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audible speech data, a streaming media server for transmitting said audible speech 
data to said registered users via said internetwork, the method comprising the steps of: 
authenticating a registered user (Col.6, lines 28-31, Fig.4, Col.6, line 62 - Col.7, 

line 4); 

retrieving said raw data from said internetwork (Col.6, lines 28-61); 
parsing said raw data for text passages (Col.20, lines 9-18); 
converting said text passages to said audible speech data (Col.20, lines 9-18); 
converting said audible speech data to said streaming media file (Col. 12, lines 
56-58); 

storing said streaming media file in a memory storage output device (Fig. 11); 

outputting a streaming media file to said registered user (Fig.1 1). 

As per claim 2, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, wherein said user 
access server includes a new user registration module for registering and allowing 
access for said new user to said system (Fig.6). 

As per claim 3, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, further comprising 
the step of registering a new user and allowing access for said new user to said system 
(Fig.6). 

As per claim 4, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
the step of de-registering a registered user form said system (Fig.7). 

As per claim 5, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1 , wherein accessing 
said registered user includes customizing a user profile database containing user 
preferences (Fig.6). 
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As per claim 6, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 5, wherein said raw 
data is retrieved from said internetwork in response to said user preferences (Fig. 7). 

As per claim 7, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, wherein said 
registered user manually identifies a specific file or data block of said internetwork from 
which said raw data is retrieved from (Col.6, lines 28-61). 

As per claim 8, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, wherein said system 
includes a LAN for linking said servers on said system (Col.6, lines 28-61). 

As per claim 9, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, wherein said 
retrieving step includes a plurality of data retrieval modules, and wherein each data 
retrieval module retrieves a specific type of said raw data (Col.6, lines 28-61). 

As per claim 10, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, wherein said 
retrieving step includes transmitting a new data message to said text-to-speech server 
after said retrieving step (Col. 19, line 42 - Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 11, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, further comprising 
the step of compressing said media file using a media encoder (Fig. 1 1 , Col. 1 9, line 42 - 
Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 12, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, further comprising 
the steps of extracting meta-data from said parsed raw data and transmitting it with said 
streaming media file (Fig. 1 1 , Col. 1 9, line 42 - Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 13, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 12, wherein said 
meta-data is embedded in said streaming media file (Fig.1 1, Col. 19, line 42 - Col.20, 
line 23). 
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As per claim 14, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 12, wherein said 
meta-data includes non-text attachments (Fig.11, Col.19, line 42 - Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 15, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 12, wherein said 
meta-data includes header information and email messages (Fig.11, Col.19, line 42 - 
Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 16, Freishtat et al., teach the method of claim 1, further comprising 
the step of transmitting a new streaming file message to said registered user that said 
streaming media file is available in said output device (Fig.11, Col.19, line 42 - Col.20, 
line 23). 

As per claim 17, Freishtat et al., teach a distributed network based message 
processing system for providing text-to-speech streaming data from an internetwork to a 
registered user on system, said system comprising: 

a user access server for authenticating said registered user and for allowing 
access to said system (Col.6, lines 28-31, Fig.4, Col.6, line 62 - Col.7, line 4); 

an internetwork data retrieval server linked to said user access server for 
retrieving of raw data within said internetwork (Col.6, lines 28-61); 

a text-to-speech server linked to said retrieval system server for parsing said raw 
data, converting said parsed raw data to audible speech data, and for converting said 
audible speech data to a streaming media file (Col.20, lines 9-18, Col. 12, lines 56-58, 
Fig.11 ); 

a memory storage output device linked to said text-to-speech server for storing a 
streaming media file (Col.20, lines 9-18, Col.12, lines 56-58, Fig.11); and, 
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a streaming media server linked to said memory storage output device for 
transmitting a streaming audio output of said streaming media file to said registered 
user (Col.20, lines 9-18, Col.12, lines 56-58, Fig.11). 

As per claim 18, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein said memory storage output device is located within said streaming media 
server (Figs., 16, 6 and 7). 

As per claim 19, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
further comprising a LAN line for linking with the servers (Figs., 16, 6 and 7). 

As per claim 20, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein said servers reside within a common hardware device (Figs., 16, 6 and 7). 

As per claim 21, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein said user access server includes a new user registration module for registering 
and allowing access for said new user to said system (Figs.6 and 7). 

As per claim 22, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein user access server includes a user de-registration module for removing said 
registered user from said system (Figs.6 and 7). 

As per claim 23, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein said user includes a user profile database storing respective user preferences 
(Figs.6 and 7). 

As per claim 24, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 23, 
wherein said user preferences includes access information to an at least one media 
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service available through a service provider coupled to said internetwork (Figs.6, 7 and 
11). 

As per claim 25, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein said user preferences included identifiers indicating said raw data for retrieving 
(Figs.6, 7 and 11). 

As per claim 26, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein said registered user manually identifies a specific file or data block of said 
internetwork from which said raw data is retrieved from (Figs.6, 7 and 11). 

As per claim 27, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein said text-to-speech server parses said raw data for portions containing text and 
converts said text to said audible speech data (Fig.11, Col. 19, line 42 - Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 28, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 27, 
wherein said text-to-speech server includes a media encoder for compressing said 
audible speech data (Fig.11, Col. 19, line 42 -Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 29, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 28, 
wherein text-to-speech server converts said compressed audible speech data to a 
streaming media file (Fig.11, Col. 19, line 42 -Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 30, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 17, 
wherein said streaming media file includes a meta-data extracted from said raw data 
(Fig.1 1 , Col.1 9, line 42 - Col.20, line 23). 
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As per claim 31 , Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 30, 
wherein said meta-data includes non-text file attachments (Fig.1 1, Col. 19, line 42 - 
Col.20, line 23). 

As per claim 32, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 31, 
wherein said new data comprises an email message and wherein said meta-data 
includes header information from said email message (Fig.11, Col. 19, line 42 - Col.20, 
line 23). 

As per claim 33, Freishtat et al., teach the data retrieval system of claim 32, 
wherein said memory storage output device provides said streaming media file to said 
registered user (Fig.11, Col.19, line 42 -Col.20, line 23). 



Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Jong (6,173,250) teaches an apparatus and method for speech-text-transmit 
communications over data network. 

Castello da Costa et al., (6,230,130) teach scalable streaming for speech. 

Jones (6,175,822) teach a method and system for providing network based transcription 

services. 

Cooper et al., (6,466,654) teaches personal assistant with semantic tagging. 
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Coffman et al., (7,137,126) teach conversational computing via conversational virtual 
machine. 

Coffman et al., (6,757,362) teach a personal virtual assistant. 

Marko et al., (US 2004/0049389) teach a method and apparatus for streaming text to 

speech in a radio communication system. 

Zondervan et al., (US 2002/0059073) teach voice applications and voice based 
interface. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vijay B. Chawan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7601 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday Through Friday 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571) 272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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